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NOTICE OF REASONS FOR REJECTION 



Patent Application No.: 2006-109833 
Examiner's Drafting Date: October 2, 2009 
Examiner: T. Terasawa 

Attorneys for Patent Applicant: Takehiko Suzuye, et al. 

Applied Sections: Section 29 (1) and Section 29 (2) 

This application is rejected on the grounds stated below. Any opinion 
about the rejection must be filed within 60 days of the mailing date hereof. 

REASONS 

1 . The invention(s) recited in the following claim(s) is(are) unpatentable 
under Section 29 (1) (iii) of the Patent Law as being described in the 
following publication distributed in Japan or a foreign country prior to this 
application or made available to the public through electric 
telecommunication lines in Japan or a foreign country prior to this 
application. 

2. The invention(s) recited in the following claim(s) is(are) unpatentable 
under Section 29 (2) of the Patent Law, as being such that the invention(s) 
could easily have been made by a person with ordinary skill in the art to 
which the invention(s) pertains(pertain), on the basis of the invention(s) 
described in the following publication(s) distributed in Japan or a foreign 
country prior to this application or the invention(s) made available to the 
public through electric telecommunication lines in Japan or a foreign country 
prior to this application. 



REMARKS 
Requirements for Division> 

The matters recited in the specification, claims or drawings of the present 
divisional application include matters which do not fall within the range of the 
matters recited in the specification or drawings (hereinafter referred to as 
"original specification") attached to the request of the original application (Jpn. 
Pat. Appln. No. 2001-029839) in the following points (1) to (3). Therefore, the 
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divisional application cannot be regarded as being filed on the filing date of the 
original application, and is dealt as being filed on April 12, 2006. 

(1) Claim 1 has the description "introducing tube... having a diameter- 
enlarged part at a proximal end portion", and thus the invention recited in claim 
1 is regarded as including a structure in which the introducing tube itself 
includes a diameter-enlarged part. However, the original specification only 
recites a structure in which a diameter-enlarged portion (grip) formed of a 
member different from the introducing tube is attached to the introducing tube. 

(2) Claim 2 has the description "the spacers are detachably provided by 
being engaged with at least one of the proximal end portion of the introducing 
tube and the sheath member", and claim 3 has the description "the spacers hold 
at least one of the proximal end portion of the introducing tube and the sheath 
member therebetween". Therefore, the inventions recited in claims 2 and 3 
are regarded as including spacers which are engaged with only the sheath 
member. However, the original specification only recites spacers engaged 
with the introducing tube. 

(3) Claim 6 has the description "the spacers are formed longer than the 
length of the distance between the distal end portion of the introducing tube and 
the distal end of the clip unit in the state where the spacers are provided 
between the distal end portion of the main body of the operating section and the 
diameter-enlarged part of the introducing tube". Therefore, the invention 
recited in claim 6 is regarded as including a structure in which only the distal 
end of the clip unit projects to the distal end side of the introducing tube, when 
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the introducing tube is pulled toward the user with the spacers disengaged. 
However, the original specification only recites a structure in which not only the 
distal end of the clip but also almost the whole clip projects to the distal end side 
of the introducing tube, when the introducing tube is pulled toward the user. 

<Reasons 1 and 2> 
Claims 1 to 9 
Reference 1 

The inventions recited in claims 1 to 9 of the present application include 
the structure in which the introducing tube and the diameter-enlarged portion 
are formed of different members, spacers engaged with the introducing tube, 
and the structure in which almost the whole clip projects to the distal end side of 
the introducing tube when the introducing tube is pulled toward the user. 
Therefore, the inventions recited in claims 1 to 9 are disclosed in Reference 1. 

Suggestions as to Amendments> 

(1) When the applicant amends the specification and/or the claims, 
amended parts must be underlined (The Enforcement Regulations of the Patent 
Law, Note 13, No. 6). 

(2) Amendments must be made within the range of the matters described 
in the originally filed specification, claims or drawing, or matters obvious over 
the matters described in the originally filed specification, claims or drawing. 
When the applicant makes amendments, please argue in a Written Argument 
the reason why each amendment is lawful, clearly indicating the parts of the 
originally filed specification serving as the grounds for the amendments. (With 
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respect to the description form of a Written Argument, please refer to the 
description form of a Request for Correction for an Invalidation Trial.) 

(3) The above suggestions as to amendments do not produce any legal 
effects, but are only proposals for overcoming the reasons for rejection. The 
applicant should determine how to amend the specification, claims and 
drawings. 

References Cited : 

1. Jpn. Pat. Appln. KOKAI Pub. No. 2002-224124 



Prior Art Search Report 
Searched Field(s): IPC A61B17/12 

Prior-Art Document(s): Jpn. U.M. Appln. KOKOKU Pub. No. 53-20957 

Jpn. Pat. Appln. KOKAI Pub. No. 8-280701 
Jpn. U.M. Appln. KOKAI Pub. No. 60-034810 

The result of this prior art search does not constitute the reasons for 
rejection. 



If the applicant has any questions or wishes to have an interview, please 
contact: Examiner, T. Terasawa, the 2nd Division of Patent Examination, 
Welfare and Service Apparatuses (Treatment Apparatuses), Tel. 03(3581)1101 
(Extension 3346), Fax No. 03(3501)0672 
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